Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 10th October 2012  
In Attendance:
Councillors Mary Kavanagh (Chairperson), Michael Farrelly, Fintan Malone, Jim Tenanty, Pearse McGeough, Dolores Minogue,  Padraig McKenny

Apologies:
Councillor Leonard Hatrick


Councillor Finnan McCoy


Officials:

Joe McGuinness, Director of Services






Padraig Judge, Senior Executive Engineer






Miriam Roe, Town Clerk






-------------------------------

MINUTE 65/12

Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr. M Farrelly  and seconded by Cllr. F Malone, the minutes of the meeting of 12th September, 2012 were agreed.

MINUTE 66/12

Matters Arising

Cllr Farrelly asked what was being done with the continuous watermain bursts at the cycle path on the Drogheda Road.  P Judge advised that work was in progress to replace this section with a new main.  Contractors should be on site mid November.

Cllr Kavanagh asked if any response have been received from either the IDA or CEB.  Town Clerk advised that Mr Ronan Dennedy from CEB was willing to attend the next council meeting to speak with the Members.  However, no response had been received to date from IDA.

Following discussions it was suggested that Mr Dennedy should attend the November meeting and the J McGuinness should make contact with IDA and suggest that a delegation from Ardee Town Council would be willing to meet with them to discuss issued.  J McGuinness to progress.
MINUTE 67/12

Halloween

Following a brief discussion it was decided that the Cathaoirleach would arrange a meeting with Councillors, officials from St Marys GFC and members from An Garda Siochana to discuss arrangements for the fireworks display.  
MINUTE 68/12
Planned Works

P. Judge, Senior Executive Engineer outlined all planned works for coming month and circulated same.
Cllr Tenanty mentioned that the public toilets at Market Square had been out of order continually over the previous month.  P Judge to raise matter with Water Services.

Cllr Malone congratulated Louth County Council on new lights at Railway Walk.  Cllr McKenny also mentioned signs/markers along walk.

Cllr Farrelly requested that the pothole on the Bridge be filled in. Also potholes on road up to the Square in Sliabh Breagh need to be repaired.
Cllr Kavanagh welcomed the imminent appointment of a consultant for the Walking & Cycling Strategy for Ardee.
Cllr Malone asked when the Bridge in the town was last checked last.  P Judge stated that there is a contract in place for all bridges in the county.

MINUTE 69/12

Notice of Motions 

Cllr J Tenanty:  

“ That this Council call on the Government to hold a referendum on the abolition of the Seanad, as promised in their election campaign.”

Following discussion it was agreed to amend this motion on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty and Seconded by Cllr McGeough to read as follows:
 “That this Council call on the Government to hold a referendum on the abolition of the Seanad, as promised in the election campaign of Fine Gael.”

The motion was carried.

Cllr P McGeough:

“This Council supports the same rights and entitlements to civil marriages for all citizens of this county regardless of race, religion or sexuality”
Cllr McGeough read a statement to the Members giving background to this motion and it was proposed by Cllr McGeough and Seconded by Cllr Tenanty to amend it to read country in place of county.  The Motion was carried.
MINUTE 70/12

Notice of Question
 “Cllr Tenanty:

“Is there any law or legislation regarding the transportation of straw, as it litters the town and countryside undoing all the good work done by Tidy Towns and the Council
A detailed response was issued by the environment section of Louth County Council  regarding the Cllrs question.  A discussion followed regarding same.  It was agreed that a simple solution was to require all vehicles that transport straw to be covered by a tarpaulin to prevent to this problem occurring in the first place.
MINUTE 71/12

Notice of Motions from Other Councils

Donegal County Council:  ‘That the Government assesses fairly ‘small enterprises’ in the County to establish whether or not they are in a position to meet the current demand for commercial and water rates and that Donegal County Council offer to be involved in a pilot project for the review of rates nationally’
Following discussion by the Members it was decided that the term ‘fairly small enterprises’ was quite vague and the motion was taken as read.

Nenagh Town Council:  ‘That this Town Council write to the appropriate Government Department to start the process of allowing Irish passport holders that are living abroad the right to a vote in our National elections and that we seek support from other Councils for this motion’
Discussion followed and some Members felt that holding an Irish passport should not automatically give that person the right to vote in an election.  A vote was taken and was defeated by 6 to 1.  

Castlebar Town Council:  ‘That the Members resolve, in keeping with the will of the Irish people as emphatically expressed in the referendum of 1983, to oppose any form of legalisation of abortion under any circumstances’
This motion was opposed by the Members.

MINUTE 72/12

Correspondence:
Boyle Town Council: Letter to Minister Reilly re Medical Cards for Coeliacs.  

Following discussion where it was noted that the special food required by Coeliacs was very expenses the Members supported this request.

MINUTE 73/12

Any Other Business

A number of matters were raised by the members of Ardee Town Council as follows:

· Tidy Towns Civic Reception:  Members were advised that this would be held on 24th October, 2012 in Ardee Castle at 7.00pm. 

· Cllr McKenny asked if there was any update on the proposal for a monument to honour those who fell in previous wars.  J McGuinness advised that it was hoped that this project could be incorporated in the percent for art associated with the new Educate Together School which should be completed by November 2014.  This would coincide with the 100 year anniversary of the start of WW1.

· Cllr Minogue congratulated the staff in Envy Hair Salon on their recent achievement.
· Cllr McGeough spoke of his concern at the level of crime in the area in recent weeks.  He also condemned the vandalism of Ballapousta Chapel as an attack on the community.   The members joined in this condemnation.

· Cllr Malone asked if the Gardai could be contacted to ask if they had any plans to publicise how people could improve security during the winter months.
· Cllr Tenanty reported back from the recent AMAI conference mentioning that the St Patricks day parade could get separate insurance from the ATC insurance for a small fee.  Also discussed was the quarterly newsletter put out by Ballinasloe Town.  It was suggested that Ardee Town Council in conjunction with the traders and other interested parties could do something similar.  The Cathaoirleach suggested that the Members consider this idea and that Cllr Tenanty might raise it again, possibly in the new year for further discussion.

· Cllr Malone asked what the position was in relation to Adaptation Grants.  J McGuinness advised the members that following a meeting with the Department 2 weeks ago that there was no extra funding available this year.  Cllr McGeough thanked the staff of Louth County Council who carry out these essential works.   The Cathaoirleach noted that failure to pay the household charge could have an impact on services such as this.
· Cllr McKenny noted that IPB’s dividend payment amount to Ardee Town Council of €207.42 should be used to purchase sweets for the children during the Halloween events.

This concluded the meeting

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________




Cathaoirleach
